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SECURITY INFORMATION ** 

POLITICAL T^OSPCCTS IM IMAM 

Aria * Minister Mossadeq *s cabinet decree of 25 July pro- 
v!4m for a popular vote o* whether or aot the present Majlis, 
the Irasias parliaeeat , is to be dissolved. Is bis nationwide 
radio address on 27 July, tbs prise sinister told the people 
that they seat choose between his and the moribund Majlis. 

the referendum 
is to be held soon, possibly as early as 5 August. 

la taking this proposed action, which is illegal since only 
the shah has the constitutional right to dissolve the Majlis, 
the prise sinister will here the full support of the Iranian 
C o— u niats, the Tudeh party, and its appsrmtns. The Tudeh has 
campaigned against the present Majlis and accuses it of being a 
tool of the imperialistic West. Thus, the prime minister is 
assured of its support on this issue. 

My cosductiag the nonsecret ballot provided for in Mossadeq’s 
decree, his henchmen, supported by the security forces, will be 
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la i jMMitloa to eaert direct Ib!Im*c« o» tto voter* . 

Accordingly, there is little doubt that each i refsrendwn will 
a p pr ove the dissolution of the present Majlis. 

Vhat uj he eapseted thereafter? iiece Messedeq c8r * 
rent ly opera tine under virtual dictatorial powers voted hie by 
the Majlis last apriag- — powe r s which will wt espire until 
January 1954 — he is is a position to rule alone. Me has, however, 
as far apparently been sufficiently unsure of hleself to desire 
that the Majlis share the responsibility for hie decisions. Mew 
elections caa accordingly be aatieipated. 

Min ed elections are traditionally standard practice in Iran, 
and normally several months are needed to conduct the actual 
ballet lac* Baring the last elections for MsjlU seats, the 
Si ass edeq government used both legal and illegal neaas to ensure 

the election of itn candidates. 

the present situation offers unique angles, however, and 
Mos sadeq my not be eble to secure n new Majlis which will be 

ornitL 
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**e»*ble thaa the present on. While the Coanunists will 
support his ia the referendum, is a Majlis elect ion it will 
probably pat »p its owe Candida tee , la view of the over- 


whelming Tudeb demonstration ia Tehran ©a 21 July, seas of its 
candidates would be successful there. Za other cities, such as 


Isfahan, it sight also he sueeessfal. Thdeh candidates would 
probably represent Cossua ist -front groups; they sight eves hs 
disguised and rua under Sossadog*s lessor. In districts whore 


tSdoh strong th in weak, itn support would ho thrown directly 
to Honnadoq in order to defeat hin opposition. 

fhs prise sinister also facen considerable moderate. and 
rightist opponition grouped loosely around the shah and the royal 
court. Tribal chiefs, arsy officers, the landed gentry, and 
religious fanatics under the control of Mullah Kasha si night, 


if they ware united, defeat Sossadeq. Is the rural districts 
they can hardly bn donlnd, and thslr candidates can only bo de- 


feated through wholesale terrorise. 



— 3 — 

Approved For Release 2000/09/12 : CIA-RDP80R01443R0001 0028001 9-2 



cccncT 

Approved For Release 2000/d«dfflTY®l«RR01080R01443R0001 0028001 9-2 
5s4cr «i| circumstances, several months will before 

i Vfltjlie oae be returned to office, Baring tbi* ties the prim* 
ale inter >ait carry on alone . 

The next Majlis, if and when it in ultimately assembled, 
gives no promise of solving lossadeq's problems. Be say manipu- 
late a somewhat larger group, but will have difficulty in elimi- 
nating bis conservative and rightist opposition. Bs will preb- 
sbly find a compact and determined Tudeh bloc feeing bin, ready 
to support bis anti-Western policies , prodding him os to more 
extremist action, and awaiting the day when they can take over, 
ftodeh representation in a Bossadeq cabinet Is not as impossibility. 

Bessadsg has been recently reported as undscided asd ex- 
tras* ly nervous, but, on another occasion, as convinced that the 
people will support bin fully. lossadeq’s parsons 1 appeal and 
bis almost miraculous ability to recoup should sot be overlooked; 
es the other band, Tudeh is the only political party in Iran 
which has a sense of purpose and a clear doctrine to offer. 
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eoaaeatlng os the 21 <faly Tadefc demons trat loss, the prim* 
minister stated: "Yon caaaot crash the will of the people 
look at what happened in China.” 
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